This work, part of the British Academy's 'Records of Social and Economic History' series, provides us with another dimension to the life and letters of Nehemiah Grew (1641 Grew ( -1712 . Grew is usually remembered as a botanist, physician, secretary of the Royal Society, and dissenting theologian. However, in about 1706 Grew wrote a tract on improving the English economy, presented to Queen Anne on the eve of the parliamentary union of England and Scotland. Using two manuscripts, one from the Huntington Library and one from the British Library, Hoppit has created a readable and well-annotated edition of Grew's work, demonstrating Grew's commitment to the potential of natural philosophy to stimulate economic prosperity. It is clear that Grew's proposals were shaped by his involvement with the early Royal Society, and he is indebted to the demographic studies of William Petty, as well as the Society's programmes to create histories of trades and artisanal processes.
Hoppit's edition also demonstrates to what extent Grew's religious beliefs influenced his view of human motivation, which was generally pessimistic and requiring of state intervention. At base a mercantilist, Grew was suspicious of middlemen and many of those employed in what he considered rather parasitic industries; dancing masters, lawyers and quack apothecaries received special censure. Women, rather than learning 'Paper-works, StrawWorks, and other like Baubles', should be employed in spinning their household linen ( p. 81).
Grew's proposals to increase economic activity were, however, based on speculative demographic projection and on a woefully over-optimistic estimate of England's land area. In his programme, bachelors and widowers under 65 years of age would be taxed at four times the going rate, and poor women would receive a state supplement to their scanty dowries so that they would marry sooner and contribute citizens to the State. It would be interesting to speculate to what extent Grew was influenced in his prescriptive schemes by Sir Thomas More's Utopia of nearly two centuries previously.
Hoppit does, however, mention the influence of universal pansophia of Samuel Hartlib on the early Royal Society and upon Grew's economic plans. Part of Hartlib's remit was based on practical economic plans to increase humankind's estate, but part was much more elevated in its prospect to restore us to our prelapsarian state. Natural philosophy would restore us to perfect *aroos@lincoln.ac.uk Notes Rec. R. Soc. (2013) 67, 403-404 doi:10.1098/rsnr.2013.0043 Published online 10 July 2013 secular and spiritual knowledge. As part of this spiritual and secular programme to understand God through a study of nature, Hartlib prescribed study of the hermetic disciplines, such as natural magic and alchemy/chymistry.
Although Hoppit mentions that Grew was responsible for the invention and marketing of Epsom salts, he attributes the latter's economic survey of mineral wealth in England as being purely due to his interest in choreography, his colleague Martin Lister's invention of the stratigraphic map, and the mining industry. In fact, Hoppit could have mentioned that Grew, as a Hartlib-inspired virtuoso, was also a formidable (al)chymist. Grew trained as a iatrochymical physician in Leiden, studying with Sylvius de la Boë and distilling bodily fluids to determine their composition as part of his doctoral work. A section of Grew's Anatomy of Plants (1682) is dedicated not only to the chymical analysis of plant structure but also to speculation about the very nature of the structure of matter itself. It is not for nothing in his economic proposals that Grew encourages Queen Anne to support the work of the realm's 'Skillful . . . Alchymists' to assay the kingdom's 'Subterraneal Treasures'. Part of Grew's work in the Royal Society was to keep its Repository, and his catalogue of its collections contains a thorough survey of minerals, as well as examples of dyes and colours achieved through chymical knowledge. It is little wonder that in his economic proposals, Grew advocated a Repository of Manufacturing and 'Manuall Arts' for every county (p. 51).
Overall, Hoppit gives us a valuable insight into the extent of Grew's contribution to early modern intellectual and economic thought. His exposition of Grew's economic proposals is an excellent contribution to our understanding of this important virtuoso and member of the early Royal Society. I recommend it highly.
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